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261—59.3 (15E) Enterprise zone certification.   An eligible county or an eligible city may request the
board to certify an area meeting the requirements of the Act and these rules as an enterprise zone.
Certified enterprise zones will remain in effect for a period of ten years from the date of certification by
the board. A county may request zone certification under subrule 59.3(1) at any time prior to December
1, 2003. A county or city may request zone certification under subrules 59.3(2), 59.3(3), 59.3(4) and
59.3(6) at any time prior to July 1, 2010.

59.3(1) County—eligibility based on distress criteria in section 15E.194, Iowa Code (2001).
a. Requirements. To be eligible for enterprise zone certification, a county must meet at least two

of the following criteria:
(1) The county has an average weekly wage that ranks among the bottom 25 counties in the state

based on the 1995 annual average weekly wage for employees in private business.
(2) The county has a family poverty rate that ranks among the top 25 counties in the state based

on the 1990 census.
(3) The county has experienced a percentage population loss that ranks among the top 25 counties

in the state between 1990 and 1995.
(4) The county has a percentage of persons 65 years of age or older that ranks among the top 25

counties in the state based on the 1990 census.

b. Zone parameters. Up to 1 percent of a county area may be certified as an enterprise zone. A
county may establish more than one enterprise zone. The total amount of land certified as enterprise
zones, other than those zones certified pursuant to subrules 59.3(3), 59.3(4) and 59.3(6), shall not
exceed in the aggregate 1 percent of the total county area. An eligible county containing a city whose
boundaries extend into an adjacent county may establish an enterprise zone in an area of the city located
in the adjacent county if the adjacent county’s board of supervisors adopts a resolution approving the
establishment of the enterprise zone in the city and the two counties enter into an agreement pursuant to
Iowa Code chapter 28E regarding the establishment of the enterprise zone.

59.3(2) County—eligibility based on distress criteria in section 15E.194, Iowa Code (2003).
a. Requirements. To be eligible for enterprise zone certification, a county must meet at least two

of the following criteria:
(1) The county has an average weekly wage that ranks among the bottom 25 counties in the state

based on the 2000 annual average weekly wage for employees in private business.
(2) The county has a family poverty rate that ranks among the top 25 counties in the state based

on the 2000 census.
(3) The county has experienced a percentage population loss that ranks among the top 25 counties

in the state between 1995 and 2000.
(4) The county has a percentage of persons 65 years of age or older that ranks among the top 25

counties in the state based on the 2000 census.

b. Zone parameters. Up to 1 percent of a county area may be certified as an enterprise zone. A
county may establish more than one enterprise zone. The total amount of land certified as enterprise
zones, other than those zones certified pursuant to subrules 59.3(3), 59.3(4) and 59.3(6), shall not
exceed in the aggregate 1 percent of the total county area. An eligible county containing a city whose
boundaries extend into an adjacent county may establish an enterprise zone in an area of the city located
in the adjacent county if the adjacent county’s board of supervisors adopts a resolution approving the
establishment of the enterprise zone in the city and the two counties enter into an agreement pursuant to
Iowa Code chapter 28E regarding the establishment of the enterprise zone.

59.3(3) City—eligibility.
a. Requirements. To be eligible for enterprise zone certification, a designated area within a city

which includes at least three census tracts with at least 50 percent of the population in each tract located
in the city, as shown by the 2000 certified federal census, must meet at least two of the following criteria:

(1) The area has a per capita income of $12,648 or less based on the 2000 census.
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(2) The area has a family poverty rate of 12 percent or higher based on the 2000 census.
(3) Ten percent or more of the housing units are vacant in the area.
(4) The valuations of each class of property in the designated area is 75 percent or less of the

citywide average for that classification based upon the most recent valuations for property tax purposes.
(5) The area is a blighted area, as defined in Iowa Code section 403.17.

b. Population limits. A city which includes at least three census tracts with at least 50 percent
of the population in each tract located in the city, as shown by the 2000 certified federal census, may
request enterprise zone certification by the board. The zone shall consist of one or more contiguous
census tracts, as determined in the most recent federal census, or alternative geographic units approved
by the department, for that purpose. In creating an enterprise zone, an eligible city may designate as part
of the area tracts or approved geographic units located in a contiguous city if such tracts or approved
geographic units otherwise meet the criteria on their own and the contiguous city agrees to be included
in the enterprise zone.

c. Zone parameters. A city may establish more than one enterprise zone. The area meeting the
requirements for eligibility for an enterprise zone shall not be included for the purpose of determining
the 1 percent aggregate area limitation for enterprise zones. If there is an area in the city which meets
the requirements for eligibility for an urban or rural enterprise community under Title XIII of the federal
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993, such area shall be certified by the state as an enterprise
zone.

59.3(4) Transportation enterprise zone—eligibility.
a. Transportation enterprise zone requirements. To be eligible for transportation enterprise zone

certification, a designated area within a city which includes at least three census tracts with at least 50
percent of the population in each tract located in the city, as shown by the 2000 certified federal census,
must be a blighted area as defined in Iowa Code section 403.17, but must not be agricultural land or
property, and must include or be within four miles of at least three of the following:

(1) A commercial service airport, as defined by the Iowa department of transportation.
(2) A barge terminal or a navigable waterway, as defined by the Iowa department of transportation.
(3) Entry to a rail line.
(4) Entry to an interstate highway.
(5) Entry to a commercial and industrial highway network as identified pursuant to Iowa Code

section 313.2A.

b. Transportation enterprise zone population limits. A city which includes at least three census
tracts with at least 50 percent of the population in each tract located in the city, as shown by the 2000
certified federal census, may request transportation enterprise zone certification by the board.

c. Transportation enterprise zone parameters. A city may establish more than one transportation
enterprise zone. The area being designated as a transportation enterprise zone shall not exceed four
square miles. The area meeting the requirements for eligibility for a transportation enterprise zone shall
not be included for the purpose of determining the 1 percent aggregate area limitation for enterprise
zones.

d. Transportation enterprise zone award restrictions. In the period from July 1, 2007, through
June 30, 2010, the cumulative total of benefits awarded to eligible businesses shall not exceed $25million
per fiscal year. Value-added property tax exemption benefits provided by the city shall not count against
the $25 million. Transportation enterprise zones established pursuant to this subrule shall not be used to
provide incentives for eligible housing businesses to construct new housing units or rehabilitate existing
housing units.

59.3(5) Certification procedures.
a. Request with supporting documentation. All requests for certification shall be made using the

application provided by the department and shall include the following attachments:
(1) A legal description of the proposed enterprise zone area and a detailed map showing the

boundaries of the proposed enterprise zone.
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(2) If the proposed county enterprise zone contains a city whose boundaries extend into an adjacent
county, the resolution of the board of supervisors of the adjacent county approving the establishment of
the zone and a copy of an executed 28E agreement.

(3) Resolution of the city council or board of supervisors, as appropriate, requesting certification of
the enterprise zone(s). Included within this resolution may be a statement of the schedule of value-added
property tax exemptions that will be offered to all eligible businesses that are approved for incentives and
assistance. If a property tax exemption is made applicable only to a portion of the property within the
enterprise zone, a description of the uniform criteria which further some planning objective that has been
established by the city or county enterprise zone commission and approved by the eligible city or county
must be submitted to the department. Examples of acceptable “uniform criteria” that may be adopted
include, but are not limited to, wage rates, capital investment levels, types and levels of employee benefits
offered, job creation requirements, and specific targeted industries. “Planning objectives” may include,
but are not limited to, land use, rehabilitation of distressed property, or brownfields remediation.

The city or county shall forward a copy of the official resolution listing the property tax exemption
schedule(s) to the department and to the local assessor.

b. Board review. The board will review requests for enterprise zone certification. The board may
approve, deny, or defer a request for zone certification.

c. Notice of board action. The department will provide notice to a city or county of the board’s
certification, denial, or deferral of the city’s or county’s request for certification of an area as an enterprise
zone. If an area is certified by the board as an enterprise zone, the notice will include the date of the zone
certification and the date this certification expires.

d. Amendments. A certified enterprise zone may be amended at the request of the city or county
that originally applied for the zone certification. Requests must be in writing and be received by the
department prior to December 1, 2003, if the county is eligible pursuant to subrule 59.3(1) or prior to
July 1, 2010, if the county or city is eligible pursuant to subrule 59.3(2), 59.3(3), or 59.3(4). Requests
must include the enterprise zone name and number, as established by the department when the zone was
certified, the date the zone was originally certified, the reason an amendment is being requested, the
number of acres the zone will contain if the amendment is approved, and a resolution of the city council
or board of supervisors, as appropriate, requesting the amendment. A legal description of the amended
enterprise zone and a map which shows both the original enterprise zone boundaries and the proposed
changes to those boundaries shall accompany the written request.

A city requesting an amendment that consists of an area being added to the enterprise zone must
include documentation that demonstrates that the area being added meets the eligibility requirements of
subrule 59.3(3) or 59.3(4). A city requesting an amendment that consists of an area being removed from
the enterprise zone must include documentation that demonstrates that the remaining area still meets the
eligibility requirements of subrule 59.3(3) or 59.3(4).

An amendment shall not extend the zone’s ten-year expiration date, as established when the zone
was initially certified by the board or when the board approved an extension. The board will review the
request and may approve, deny, or defer the proposed amendment. A county or city shall not be allowed
to remove a portion of an enterprise zone that contains an eligible business or eligible housing business
that has received incentives and assistance under this program and whose agreement, described in rule
59.13(15E), has not yet expired.

e. Decertification. A county or city may request decertification of an enterprise zone. Requests
must be in writing and be received by the department prior to December 1, 2003, if the county is eligible
pursuant to subrule 59.3(1) or prior to July 1, 2010, if the county or city is eligible pursuant to subrule
59.3(2), 59.3(3), or 59.3(4). Requests must include the enterprise zone name and number, as established
by the department when the zone was certified, the date the zone was originally certified, and a resolution
of the city council or board of supervisors, as appropriate, requesting the decertification. Requests for
enterprise zone decertification will be reviewed by the board and may be approved, denied or deferred. If
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the county or city requesting decertification designates a subsequent enterprise zone, the expiration date
of the subsequent enterprise zone shall be the same as the expiration date of the decertified enterprise
zone. A county or city shall not be allowed to decertify an enterprise zone that contains an eligible
business or eligible housing business that has received incentives and assistance under this program and
whose agreement, described in rule 59.13(15E), has not yet expired.

f. Extensions. Prior to the expiration of an enterprise zone, a city or county may apply for a
one-time extension.

(1) Counties eligible under subrule 59.3(1) but not eligible under subrule 59.3(2). A county
may request that the board extend the expiration date of a previously certified enterprise zone. The
extended expiration date will be one year following the complete publication of the 2010 federal census,
as determined by the department.

In applying for this one-time extension, the countymay redefine the boundaries of the enterprise zone
provided the size of the enterprise zone remains unchanged. A county shall not be allowed to redefine
the boundaries of an enterprise zone if the redefinition would result in removing an area that contains
an eligible business or eligible housing business that has received incentives and assistance under this
program and whose agreement, described in rule 59.13(15E), has not yet expired.

(2) Counties eligible under subrule 59.3(2). A county may request that the board extend the
expiration date of a previously certified enterprise zone by ten years. In applying for this one-time,
ten-year extension, the county may redefine the boundaries of the enterprise zone provided the
redefinition of the enterprise zone does not cause the county to exceed the 1 percent aggregate area
limitation for enterprise zones. A county shall not be allowed to redefine the boundaries of an enterprise
zone if the redefinition would result in removing an area that contains an eligible business or eligible
housing business that has received incentives and assistance under this program and whose agreement,
described in rule 59.13(15E), has not yet expired.

(3) Cities eligible under subrule 59.3(3). A city may request that the board extend the expiration
date of a previously certified enterprise zone by ten years provided that at the time of the request, the
enterprise zone meets the eligibility requirements established by paragraph 59.3(3)“a.” In applying for
this one-time, ten-year extension, the city may redefine the boundaries of the enterprise zone provided
that the redefined enterprise zone meets the eligibility requirements established in paragraph 59.3(3)“a.”
A city shall not be allowed to redefine the boundaries of an enterprise zone if the redefinition would result
in removing an area that contains an eligible business or eligible housing business that has received
incentives and assistance under this program and whose agreement, described in rule 59.13(15E), has
not yet expired.

(4) Extension requests. Extension requests shall be made using the form provided by the
department and shall be accompanied by a resolution of the city council or board of supervisors,
as appropriate, requesting the extension of the enterprise zone. The board will review requests for
enterprise zone extensions. The board may approve, deny, or defer an extension request.

59.3(6) City or county with business closure.
a. Requirements. A city of any size or any county may designate an enterprise zone at any time

prior to July 1, 2010, when a business closure or permanent layoff occurs involving the loss of full-time
employees, not including retail employees, at one place of business totaling at least 1,000 employees
or 4 percent of the county’s resident labor force based upon the most recent annual resident labor force
statistics from the department of workforce development, whichever is lower.

b. Zone parameters. The enterprise zone may be established on the property of the place of
business that has closed or imposed a permanent layoff, and the enterprise zone may include an area
up to an additional three miles adjacent to the property. The closing business or business imposing a
permanent layoff shall not be eligible to receive incentives or assistance under this program. The area
meeting the requirements for enterprise zone eligibility under this subrule shall not be included for the
purpose of determining the area limitation pursuant to Iowa Code section 15E.192, subsection 4.
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c. Certification procedures. All requests for certification shall be made using the application
provided by the department. The board will review requests for enterprise zone certification. The board
may approve, deny, or defer a request for zone certification.

d. Amendments. A city or county which designated an enterprise zone under this subrule on or
after June 1, 2000, may request an amendment to include additional area within the enterprise zone.
Requests must be in writing and be approved by the department within three years of the date the
enterprise zone was originally certified. Requests must include the enterprise zone name and number,
as established by the department when the zone was certified, the date the zone was originally certified,
and the number of acres the zone will contain if the amendment is approved. A legal description of the
amended enterprise zone and a map which shows both the original enterprise zone boundaries and the
proposed changes to those boundaries shall accompany the written request.

e. Restrictions. Enterprise zones established pursuant to this subrule shall not be used to provide
incentives for eligible housing businesses to construct new housing units or rehabilitate existing housing
units.


